
COUNCIL – 22nd MAY, 2019

PROSPECT PLACE AND VILLAGE CENTRE FLOODING

1.0 INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this report is to provide the Council with the information to enable it to consider 
actions to take in respect of the deteriorating sea wall at Prospect Place.

2.0      BACKGROUND OF PROSPECT PLACE

The Open Space at Prospect Place was transferred to the Parish Council in 1982.  The area of land is 
approximately 2,064m² and has a sea wall of approximately 82m in length.

The map below shows the location and site.



There are a number of covenants in place regarding the use of the land and this places a restriction 
on any item or activity that might impede the view from the dwellings on Prospect Place.  The 
words of the covenant are:

“3.a) Not at any time hereafter to erect or make any building wall or obstruction of 
whatsoever nature whether of a temporary or permanent nature on the land hereby 
conveyed save for:-……

(3) The purchaser in the event of actual erosion or threat of imminent erosion of the land 
may erect a seawall with the written consent of the Vendor or of her successors in title such 
consent not to be unreasonably withheld provided that the erection of the said wall shall not 
result in the level of any part of the land being raised above the present level”

2.0 CURRENT STATE OF THE WOODEN SEA DEFENCES

2.1 Defects have been noted along the entire length of the flood defences.  In particular,  
there are defects in the flood defences located next to Sir Christopher Cockerill’s former 
house to a position up to the return by the landmark tree (green dot on the map above). 
The repairs in this section of the defences are deemed by the contractor to be fairly 
urgent as there is the potential for failure of the flood defences during the forthcoming 
winter period.

2.2 The defects in the area from the return to the former garage end of the defences (B on 
the attached map) are less urgent.

2.3 A number of defects have been identified which are contributing to the weakening of the 
flood defences including a missing groyne and deterioration of two existing groynes. In 
total, 265 wooden posts need replacing and a large number of the rusted metal fixing 
bolts. 

2.4 The following photographs illustrate some of the issues.

Remnants of missing Groyne (remnants of two remaining posts centre of picture)



Deteriorating Groyne No.1

Example of failed wooden post

Example of rusting fixing bolts



Example of deteriorating post

Overview of sea defence including Groyne No.2 (top left of photo)

3.0.   FLOODING

The Council is aware that residents and businesses in the centre of Hythe Village have previously 
experienced flooding but no data was available to the Parish Council that mapped such flooding.  
The Council is also aware of mixed views regarding the sea defences and raising the height of the 
wall.  A survey was therefore undertaken of residents at the beginning of 2019; businesses were 
excluded at this point due to the cost of the sea wall work being the responsibility of Parish Council 
precept payers.



4.0.      SURVEY RESULTS

The following questions were asked in the survey.  Each question has an analysis of answers given.

4.1 Contact details

4.2 Length of residence

4.3 Previous flooding



4.4 Type of previous flooding

4.5 Use of Prospect Place

4.6 Use of Prospect Place (2)



4.7 Raise the Sea Wall?

4.8 Raise by how much?

4.9 Access to foreshore

5.0 External Authorities
It must be noted that assessments and surveys will be required whatever option the Council 
elects to implement.  The survey requirements are included in the options listed below.

New Forest District Council Engineers have been contacted and have advised that any 
increase in height that can be delivered is an excellent approach.



6.0 Options
6.1 Do Nothing

The Council could choose to monitor the situation and await further deterioration before 
considering remedial works.  This will not provide any increased sea flooding defences for 
the centre of the Village and will likely require sections of Prospect Place open space to be 
risk assessed and potentially cordoned against public access.

6.2 Deliver Environment Agency Sea Defence level requirements
Data gathered during the work on the Neighbourhood Plan assists us by providing advisory 
figures of 4.3m with a further requirement of 0.6m wave height allowance.  This gives us a 
4.9m height Above Ordnance Datum for sea defences.  The current level of the bench mark 
on Prospect Place is 2.787m and this provides us an indicative additional sea wall height of 
2.1 m on top of the green space.  This level is both impractical financially as well as very 
impactive on the community.  The sea defence levels on either side of Prospect Place are 
much lower than 4.9m.

6.3 Repair the sections of sea wall at high risk of failure over limited lengths
An approach to a Civil Engineering Company who specialise in coastal defence work for the 
repair and replacement of the rotten wooden posts and associated infrastructure with no 
increase in sea defence height came in at £19,864.  We would require an MMO licence at 
about £1400 and a Flood Risk Activity Permit that is under £1000.  

Following this a schedule of further repairs and replacement is advised.

Total anticipated cost £22,264.

6.4 Increase the sea wall height and replace wall with more sustainable structure.
An approach to the Civil Engineering Company that designed and built the sea walls and 
associated infrastructure at Hythe Marina provided guidance and costs looking at a 50cm 
height increase.

Following a site inspection their advice was to secure the face of the existing revetment and 
provide an increase in flood level protection using rock armour, stone, gabion mesh and a 
bund.  An outline sketch of their advice is below:



For such an approach the following preliminary items are anticipated as a minimum:

Planning consent (cost unknown)
Marine and Maritime Organisation Licence £3,926
Environment Agency Flood Risk Activity Permit £1,014
Ecological Survey £1,300
Topographic Survey £1,560
Services Search £325

Design of Works £9,750

Total anticipated preliminary works £17,875
(Total anticipated preliminary and construction activity £96,925)

7.0 Recommendations
It is recommended that Council:

7.1 Adopts the option for increasing the height of the sea wall by 0.50m in a manner that 
will enable further increases in height with a minimum removal of existing infrastructure;
7.2 Tasks the Clerk to liaise with NFDC Coastal Engineers Team to seek assistance in 
developing an increase in sea wall height at prospect Place;
7.3 Tasks the Clerk to report back to Council on:

 Resources available to assist the Council;
 A funding strategy for delivering the preliminary items, the procurement and 

project management processes, and the construction activity;
 Any legal issues that might arise due to the covenant.

For further information contact : 
Stephanie Bennett,  Clerk to the Council, stephanie.bennett@hytheanddibden.gov.uk, 
023801 841 411

mailto:stephanie.bennett@hytheanddibden.gov.uk

